
God at Work in Our Community

Eight men entered the room, each escorted by an officer holding 

tightly to the short leash extending from the back of a belt of 

chains. With restraints connecting their ankles to wrists, and wrists 

to waists, the men sat quietly while the officers shackled their belts 

to the cinder block wall. A small amount of slack allowed for some 

movement but never enough. 

And that’s the way they sat for 18 hours over the course of the 

weekend, curious participants in Koinonia House® National 

Ministries (KHNM) “Freedom God’s Way” event at Pontiac 

Correctional Center in Joliet. The men’s 

initial uneasiness was soon overcome 

through the genuine welcome extended 

by the KHNM ministry team of Tom 

and Wendy Horton and Manny Mill. The 

three volunteers bent at awkward angles 

to give handshakes and a gentle touch 

on the shoulder to each man. For most, 

this would be their first human contact 

with non-corrections-related persons in 

months. 

Locked in their small cells except for a 

weekly shower and one hour of exercise, these were Segregation 

Offenders, inmates being punished for serious misbehavior or 

crimes committed while they were incarcerated. Segregation 

means suspension of all privileges, including attending religious 

services. 

Believing that the mandate of Matthew 28:18-20 to “Go therefore 

and make disciples of all the nations” includes the almost 2,200 

men at Pontiac, KHNM approached Illinois Department of 

Corrections (IDOC) officials and asked for the opportunity to 

minister to the “worst of the worse” at Pontiac. Reluctantly, the 

warden agreed. 

Through storytelling, singing, video and Bible teaching, the KHNM 

team presented the good news of the forgiveness of sins found 

only in Jesus Christ. They also taught of the transforming power 

available through the indwelling Holy Spirit and challenged 

the men to begin to live lives which would bring glory to their 

heavenly Father. 

At the close of the weekend, each of the men trusted Jesus as his 

Lord and Savior. Tom, Wendy and Manny experienced a moving 

communion service as the men skillfully navigated the elements to  

 

their mouths. Despite their chains, the “Pontiac 8” (as they’re now 

affectionately called) truly experienced freedom God’s way! 

Nine months later, in April 2014, while ministering at the Graham 

Correctional Center in Hillsboro, Illinois, the team saw one of the 

“Pontiac 8.” No longer a problem inmate, he was returned to the 

general prison population and is now an active participant in the 

church at Graham. 

KHNM has ministered at Graham five times over the last three 

years, seeing the church grow to about 

300 men. Inmates are growing in their 

faith at other IDOC facilities, as the 

following thank you letter we recently 

received demonstrates.

“Dear Manny, Tom and Wendy, 

Just wanted to write and thank you 

for the Freedom God’s Way seminar 

you have done at Big Muddy River 

Correctional Center. I was able to attend 

two of the three times you have come. I 

have enjoyed the books you’ve brought 

as well . . . Tom & Wendy, your love for us is genuine and noticeable 

. . . I thank you all for your concern for each of us, that you’ll come 

from far distances and busy schedules to encourage and disciple 

us in God’s Way. (Hallelujah!) I think your ministry’s attitude 

is refreshing, in that you recognize us prisoners as “growing 

Christians” not a bunch of unsaved heathen. Yes, you evangelize 

when needed, but you recognize a lot of us have made decisions 

long ago (as myself on January 20, 1999!) but are in need of 

guidance/discipleship. Keep up the good work, and hope to see 

you in the future, either at B.M.R.C.C. or in heaven. In Christ’s love, 

Thomas”

We returned to Pontiac to minister to a second group of eight 

Segregation Offenders, but this time at the invitation of the warden 

himself!

Join the KHNM team for a visit to a restricted-access people 

group (population approximately 50,000) with a unique culture, 

language and great need for church leadership development—

the inmates of the IDOC. For more stories from Freedom God’s 

Way (FGW) weekends, visit www.mannymill.com. Interested in 

discipling someone through correspondence? Call Barbara Mill at 

630.221.9930. Continue to pray for the FGW events that will take 

place this summer.
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