
August 28, 2014  RTO Sermon

For some time now we’ve been studying Colossians and Ephesians by the Apostle 
Paul during deep periods of distress and suffering.  For Paul, to live is Christ and to die is 
gain.  Paul is filled with exuberant joy and life even while in jail.

In Ephesians 1: 1-6, Paul states two key points.  1.  Jesus is 10,000% satisfying.  
2.  Don’t be deceived by human tradition.  Paul knew what it meant to become a new 
creature.  He went from serial killer to the most famous missionary in history.  His chief 
desire is that all of us don’t skip the cross on our way enjoying Christ.  Let’s look at 
Ephesians 1: 6 more closely.  

What Do We Get When We Get Jesus….First, we get the living Word of God 
(Jesus Incarnate) which produces the super power of grace which gives birth to our faith 
in Christ with unlimited power to trust in the finished redemptive work of Christ.  Faith 
produces hope which never disappoints.  Hope produces love which produces joy, the 
trademark of the Christian.  Joy produces the peace purchased for us at the cross with the 
expensive sinless blood, sealed with his resurrection.  This peace is the source for constant 
gratitude for the Christian.  Peace is the result of the reconciliation each Christian 
experiences in the new birth in Christ.  This is the heart of the Gospel.

From Colossians 3: 15-17, we find that we need have a strong hope to love our 
neighbors.  If loving our neighbor a struggle for us, our hope may be weak.  At this point, 
let me make two commitments to all of you.  1.  I will proclaim the truth which will not 
confuse you.  2.. I will proclaim the truth which will never disappoint you.  No half truths; 
no false hope.  Gratitude is key for living the Christian life.  Notice that Paul never 
thanked specific individuals as he wrote his 13 letters.  He always thanked God for each 
person.

Our actions and decisions must always be fueled and driven by the Word of God.  
Out vision at RTO is driven by 1Timothy 1:5…as we love all people [if difficult people!] 
with a pure heart, a clean conscience and a sincere faith.  That love for each other must 
include tangible, visible and intentional acts of kindness.  We must all make sure we’re 
doing all we can to encourage and strengthen our fellowship at RTO.  Please see Nephtali 
Matta for the specific needs we have at RTO as we transition from College Church to the 
Glen Ellyn Bible Church.

Looking ahead to next week, let me stress my two aims.  1.  For your joy to 
become unspeakable, uncontrollable and abundant.  2.  To see the Holy Spirit increase you 
confidence and satisfaction in Christ Jesus alone.  To enable you to experience these two 
aims, you need to know two things.  

1.  Your capacity for joy and suffering will only be effective as 
Christ becomes your all in all.  Let me say a little about a very important verse about 
suffering.  It’s Colossians 1:24.  Paul calls us to continue the sufferings on earth on his 
behalf, the church, the body of Christ.  Christ’s death is sufficient and his suffering 
accomplished atonement for sin.  Now wants us to follow in his steps and continue 
suffering so that others may respond to Christ as Lord and Savior.  In a way, we take the 
place of Christ on earth.  We, the church, are his physical suffering body that others may 
also experience the new birth we’ve found in Christ. As suffer as Christ has suffered, 
we’re kept from becoming a hindrance to others finding Christ.  We don’t want to become 
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vessels of disappointment.  We are no longer enemies of the cross.
2.  Jesus chose you before you chose Him.  Let me repeat those 5 previous 

benefits we get when we get Jesus.  1.  An eternal relationship with Jesus Christ.  2.  A 
secured salvation from God’s wrath.  3.  A total inheritance defining our existence in 
Christ.  4.  The Holy Spirit’s power to overcome the devil.  5.  The fullness of Christ as 
our all in all.

Next week, we’ll pick it up with Ephesians 1: 1-6 and go even deeper into this rich 
text. Remember, all of us as Christians look forward to an assessment, a judgment, by the 
Father to give an account of our deeds.  We want to be sure that we have the right 
answers for all the questions we’ll be asked by our Father with Jesus Christ our attorney 
right next to us…questions like this one----“What did you do with those people I adopted 
and sent you?
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