
RTO  Sermon  June 5, 2014:       Put off Wrath and Put on Love 

Welcome everyone!  Let’s review our big time single focus and aim for 

2014 from Colossians 3:11.  Jesus Christ, not self, is all in all for all.  Jesus fully 

satisfies!  The old self has to die.  In other words, the  me, the old me is over.  

Christ has taken over and has created in me a new self to whom Christ is all, in all 

and for all.  Therefore Christ is on for ever!! 

From Colossians 3:11 we see that we’re no longer defined  or define others 

by their former sins or by our location, profession but according to God’s Word, by 

Christ’s redemptive work alone, in the context of His Church where each of us as 

repentant sinners are accepted and belong without restrictions or human conditions. 

It is rather exclusively Jesus Christ, by His grace who comes into His 

Church…aleluya!!! 

In Romans 3:5b, Paul asks, “Is God unjust who inflicts wrath?”  He goes on 

to remind us in Romans 3 that there is none righteous who seeks after God. Our  

throat is an open tomb; we practice deceit with our tongues.  We have a deadly-

lethal poison under out lips; our mouths are filled with bitterness!  In other words 

friend, our wrath towards God and others runs deep within our souls.  We are not 

merely sick, we have sinned against a holy God!  We are sinners, 100% guilty, no 

love within us for God or for others, only have with vengeance filled with wrath. 

So God takes the initiative with his radical crazy love thru Jesus to save us 

from wrath we deserve.  Don’t lessen our offense.  Jesus did not die for our 

mistakes; he became sin, all types of sins, that we may become free from the 

slavery and guilt of sin…aleluya! 

Therefore wrath is justifiable for God, not us!  We will later talk about how 

wrath fulfills the Devil’s Five Objectives which lead us to hopelessness and 

despair.  Hopelessness prevents us from experiencing the full benefit of Christ’s 

forgiveness, purchased by his blood and it prevents us from extending Christ’s 

forgiveness to our neighbor!!  We become paralyzed and don’t put on Jesus’ 

permanent garment of love.  Recall that hope produces love and love produces joy 

leading us to gratitude.  All this leads to freedom from anger that leads to wrath! 

So no hope, no love…no love, no joy…no joy, no gratitude. 



The Devil hates the Triune God with burning passion; he hates us as well 

who have been made in the image of God.  Jesus came to destroy all the works of 

the Devil and all of his lies.  A lie is 99.9% truth contaminated with .01% untruth. 

An unrepentant liar will land in hell as much as an unrepentant child molester!  But 

a repentant liar will end up in heaven as much as a repentant child molester.  

Therefore both must be fully embraced in Christ within  the local church. 

In 1 John 3:8 we read that whoever sins is of the devil, for the devil has 

sinned from the beginning.  For this purpose the Son of God (Jesus Christ) was 

manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.  So Jesus destroyed the 

“d” in “devil” and turned the word “evil” around to read “live.”  So each of us can 

be living in freedom from unhealthy anger. 

Jim Libby defines anger and wrath from Colossians 3:8: “Anger is strong 

passionate displeasure; it is closest to the idea of indignation. Consider wrath as 

“stored-up” anger.  Paul wrote this text while on death-row.  Re-read Colossians 

3:8-15 and Ephesians 4:17, 20-32.  Ask the Holy Spirit to let you FEEL with deep 

compassion and conviction the reality of God’s very complex emotional and pure 

heart.  Look at the deep contrast between God’s love and our hating rebellion 

against God.  Feel the great tension in these two texts which you and I can never 

reconcile on our own…or we will crash! 

We have two huge ideas in these texts: 

I.  God our Father is absolutely sovereign and glorious 

II.  Each of us is 100% responsible  to put off the old man and put on the 

new man through the power of the Holy Spirit in Christ Jesus. 

First, as sovereign and glorious Lord, God’s burning desire is to be in 

intimate community with each of us, empowered by His Spirit where Christ is all, 

in all and for all.  God is all-knowing, His presence, His wrath and love are all real. 

God was even building His Church during 9/11…more on this next week. 

Second, in Christ we possess and unlimited amount of resurrecting power to 

radically partake from His infinite grace with the helkp of the Holy Spirit…to act 

and to choose what is right and great. 



So Paul is saying to us in these two texts,  Colossians 3: 8-15 and Ephesians 

4:17, 20-32 that we should act now!  Make the right decision since you are 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to put off the old self and put on the new self…the 

new garment…the most beautiful garment Jesus designed for us!! 

Look again at Colossians 3: 8-10, 14…..”put on love which is the bond of 

perfection (the mark of maturity with gratitude).   And from Ephesians 4:22, 24, 

26-7, “put off your former conduct  put on the new man….be angry and do not 

sin…do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor the devil an opportunity.” 

From Psalm 4:4-5 and 37: 8 we have “be angry and do not sin.”  In other 

words, Paul is aying to us, especially to me, don’t act out of desperation nor let 

your human emotions drive you. 

If we’re not careful, our wrath will give the devil the opportunity to fulfill 

His Five Objectives…as his mission to steal our joy, kill our hope and ultimately 

kill us physically!  Here are the devil’s Five Objectives…Satan wants to make us 

believe that…. 

I.  We are God 

Satan’s strategy here is to remove the need from our thinking for his grace going 

back to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden….Genesis 3:4-5 

II.  We are the judge of the world 

Satan’s idea here is that we start thinking God is acting fast enough and he needs 

our help to judge others.  So we begin believing that our wrath is justified.  But 

Paul reminds us in Romans 12: 9-20 that vengeance is God’s, not ours. 

III.  We can skip the Cross 

Satan wants in the worst way for us to avoid the Cross.  This was Jesus’ real anger 

with Peter’s objection to Jesus’ sacrifice.  Skipping the Cross will prevent us from  

believing that we’ve been forgiven.  The Cross defines who we are!  The Cross is 

the only identity for the Christian! 

IV.  We’re destined to be oppressed and useless 



Satan aims to oppress and reject Christians until they feel ineffective.  At RTO we 

want to affirm you biblically, love you, equip you and cherish you by teaching you 

Biblical Truth that will not confuse you. 

V.  We must worship Satan 

John Piper says that Satan promises the moon and delivers misery, just like Fidel 

Castro did in Cuba. 

Our single objective for RTO is to love each other with a pure heart, sincere 

faith and clean conscience by becoming more like Christ in the new community of 

Christ’s love.  Hence we must take off wrath and put on love! 

 In conclusion, here is our practical application: 

“Be angry and do not sin:  Do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give 

place to the devil.”  Remember that bad or unhealthy anger will always lead us to 

wrath.  So, Paul is saying to us, you are no longer a slave to the sin of anger, 

therefore do not let anger control you, or enslave you or have the best part of you, 

because it will lead you to a wrath which filfill’s the devil’s 5 objectives to 

accomplish his mission.  Therefore Paul says Yes, you can get angry, because of 

evil things….sin, must make us angry, especially when the Holy Name of Yahweh 

is not being hallowed and Jesus Christ is not exalted and the cross is being expelled 

from our thinking and physically removed from our church buildings, But Paul is 

saying…. 

 1.  Our anger must last only for a short time 

 2.  Don’t mess with the devil 

 3.  Pray biblically for those he is using to mess with you 

 

Doctor Luke tells us that even in excruciating pain, Jesus prayed:  “Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they do”  That my friends is the Cross-Type Love 

we are called and commanded to follow…where wrath is put off and love is put 

on. 

Satan will mess with you anyway, especially when you are a threat to him.  He will 

use the people closest to you to mess you up.  So, take off wrath and put on love as 

you submit to God and resist the devil who will flee from you as we’re told in 

James 4:7 



 


