
June 19, 2014   Sermon:  “Put off Wrath and Put on Love”    Part  3

Let’s go back to review where we’ve been in this third part of the sermon, Put off 

Wrath and Put on Love.  Wrath is justified and right for God, not for us.  Unhealthy anger 

leads to wrath.  Wrath is stored up (unhealthy) anger.  Unhealthy anger is a sin, not a 

mistake.  It offends our Triune God deeply and hurts people.  It steals our joy.  Jesus died 

for unhealthy anger to redeem it just like He died for the sin of a serial killer, the Apostle 

Paul; an rapist and killer, like King David who wrote Psalm 23!  Jesus did not die for our 

mistakes, He died for all of our sins as well as the different severity of our sins.

So the single objective for a Christians is to worship Jesus Christ alone at all 

times in all situations.  LIFE is Living In Freedom Everyday so we can be satisfied 

customers and credible witnesses of Jesus Christ.  We must believe and show with 

conviction that as Christians we are rooted in the total authority of the Word of God.

We must believe that Jesus Christ is not only god, but that the Word is Jesus 

incarnate, fully alive and powerful to redeem and transform any sinner!  The Word of 

God must compel us to be consumed and driven by Biblical Prayer such that all we think, 

speak, listen and do is for the exclusive hallowing of God the Father’s Infinite Holy 

Name!  In Colossians 2:11-12 Paul tells us that Jesus Christ performed two internal 

permanent miracles in you and in me.  First, he created in us to pray and second to live 

out the Word of God just like Jesus did.  And if we are hampered by unhealthy anger, 

perhaps Jesus has not yet created in us that permanent genuine desire to worship Him 

alone.  If that’s true, my friends, we must take a Radical Time Out, stop pretending and 

beg Jesus to transform us.  You can do that right now.

One cannot worship Jesus Christ effectively while consistently experiencing 

unhealthy anger.  Elohim, the Lord God, created each of us with the ability to worship.  

The reality is that we may keep misappropriating His Glory by transferring His glory to a 

bunch of “untested gods”---sports figures, church leaders or government officials.  We’ve 

created these gods and we transfer our worship of God to them.  So Paul calls us to 

repentance that we may worship God alone.

Moses spoke of this sort of idolatry as adultery.  Adultery is jumping ship that 

flows out of an apparent truth with a false premise, to find somewhere else, someone else, 

or something else that  can only be satisfied by Jesus Christ.  We’ve spoken of this as the 

sin of entitlement in past weeks.  We substitute our self-created human trinity…me, 

myself and I for the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.  We need Christ-esteem to replace 

self-esteem.

The holy wrath to which only God is entitled was displayed at this sort of idolatry 

as Moses tells us in Exodus 32: 7-10 regarding the golden calf.  This text speaks of God’s 
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hot holy wrath against the idolaters who replace God with something they  created.  

Moses displayed appropriate anger toward the people.  Moses defended the glory of 

Yahweh and His holy reputation at all costs.  

Moses’ anger never became unhealthy because he acted as a type of Christ.  Each 

of us must also become a type of Christ!  We’re called to consistency, not perfection!  

Christians are IN Christ, not OUT of Christ.  We’re experienced deliverance, not mere 

recovery.  That is Grace, my friends.  So only in Christ will we experience joy in Christ.  

Outside of Christ we will continue to experience unhealthy anger with a misery leading to 

wrath.

My single aim is to show you what righteous anger looks like and two ingredients 

from Yahweh’s heart which justify righteous anger.

We must get angry at what makes God angry while at the same time displaying mercy and 

compassion for those who provoke us.  We must be looooooooooooongsuffering.  We’ll 

see how Moses got furious, but did not sin!

In Colossians 3:8 and 14 Jesus tells us to put off anger and wrath and put on love.  

In Ephesians 4:26-7 he tells us to be angry without sinning.  In Hebrews we’re told to lay 

aside the weight of sin, look to Jesus who endured the cross, despised its shame and was 

exalted to the right hand of God.

In Leviticus 20:26 we’re told that God considers us holy to Himself.  We’re 

separated unto a holy God that we should be only His!

So how do we get angry without sinning?  First, notice how Moses interceded on 

behalf of the people, and didn’t respond to the sin of the people.  Moses goes to prayer 

even before he goes to pick up Joshua to confront the people.  So before we call on 

anyone, regardless of the severity of the situation, we must call on Yahweh first thru 

Jesus Christ.

So the idea as healthy Christians is to first call on Yahweh through Jesus Christ, 

because He is available and never too busy to listen.  Yahweh raised Jesus from the dead, 

so He can raise you with LIFE also, aleluya!  But let’s look again at Exodus 32:11

It talks about how Moses pleaded with the Lord and then later in verse 14 about 

how God relented from wiping everybody out.  But next time we’ll see that there was a 

high price to pay because of their great sin.  God granted the promised land with milk and 

honey, but was going to remove His presence.

We, too, can run the risk of doing church ministry in our own strength to justify 

our human achievement and success, even in the name of Jesus, yet it will never count for 

2



the hallowing of God’s holy name.

I will never forget begin terrified with fear at the thought coming back to America 

to surrender to the FBI right after I experienced Christ’s new birth powerfully in Caracas, 

Venezuela where I had been hiding for almost 2 years.  But over the phone my mother 

gave me Hebrews 13:5 and she said:  “Manolito, Jesus promised thaqt He will be with 

you, He will never leave you nor forsake you, Jesus’ presence will be with you ev en if 

you have to do the 55 years you are facing in prison.”  That is, she was saying that the 

worst of prisons is much better with Jesus than the biggest mansion with Him.  Bill 

Murschel reminded us about this same passage last week, with such tenderness!

In Exodus 32: 19 we’re told that Moses got so angry that he broke the tablets 

containing the 10 Commandments.  The people had used the gold they got from Egypt to 

build the Tabernacle and made the golden calf instead.Then Moses blamed Aaron for the 

peoples’ sin; Aaron blameshifted the sin to the people.  Through it all, God’s holy name 

was not hallowed.

So, now Moses pronounced punishment, yet displayed compassion.  He asked all 

those on God’s side to step forward…all the sons of Levi came forward.  Moses asked 

them to do the unthinkable and kill their people on behalf of Yahweh.  So they did; about 

3000 people were killed in that one day!

To conclude, how do we get angry without sinning?

1.  Get angry over what angers God;  but don’t let it linger.

2.  Make sure that our anger is driven by that number one petition from the Lord’s 

Prayer…the hallowing of God’s holy name.

Here are two key ingredients of righteous anger…

1.  Anger which upholds God’s glory and defends His holy reputation.

2.  Anger which drives us to deep compassion.

Finally, here are five essential components from Moses’ prayer….

1.  Biblical Courage

2.  Tender affection toward God

3.  Deep passion against sin

4.  Regard for God’s glory
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5.  Compassion for people
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