
The Hero of Hebrews: RTO Bible Study 5/8/14

The Point:  Fix your eyes, thoughts and hopes on Jesus, the Archegon/Divine Hero of our faith.

ME:

One of the things Chuck and I enjoy doing together is watching movies.  In fact, on my first night 

home after returning from Cuba, all I wanted to do was to throw in a DVD and sit on the couch 

next to my two favorite guys.  We rented, Man of Steel, the latest Superman movie in what 

seems to be an epidemic of super hero films.  What is this timeless fascination we have with 

comic book heroes?  If you grew up in America, you probably know what these logos represent 

(show slide of superhero icons).  I spent part of my childhood watching episodes of Batman and 

Wonder Woman after school.  If pressed, a few of us here might admit to dressing up as a comic 

book hero for Halloween.  As a preschooler, our son, Braden, chose to be Superman one year 

(show slide of Braden as Superman and Aubrey as Dorothy).  He even chose to “be” Superman 

again as recently as last year when his school hosted “character day” during Homecoming week 

(show slide of Braden as Clark Kent).  Central DuPage Hospital just hosted Super Hero Day a few 

weeks ago where they hired “super heroes” to repel down the outer walls of the children’s wing 

to encourage them to keep fighting for their health.  (Show slide of CDH heroes.)  Any way you 

look at it, Americans love their super heroes.

WE:

Transition:  Why is that?  There is something very appealing about someone with special 

powers, coming down from another planet into our earthly mess and rescuing us from harm in 

the critical nick of time.  Deep in our hearts, we long for someone to not only recognize our 

desperate situation, but to save us from it.  

Right now, many of us in this room and in this ministry are experiencing:

⦁ Relational disasters

⦁ Financial emergencies

⦁ Health crises

⦁ Emotional strongholds

⦁ Legal messes

⦁ Spiritual battles
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Does any of this hit home for you?  Most of us have something specific that has us under 

duress.   I invite you to jot it down, even as I am talking.   Some of us sit in the middle of 

circumstances beyond our control.  And, if we are honest, some of us sit in messes made with 

our own two hands.  No matter what our story is, it’s clear – we need saving!  

GOD:

Transition:   So if we need saving, it’s probably a good idea to clarify what it is that we need 

saving from.  After all, every super hero has his nemesis (like Lex Luthor or the Joker) –  a villain 

who wreaks havoc on innocent and deserving people alike.  

Our Enemy

Scripture makes it clear that our enemy is named Satan.  He wields weapons like sin, death, and 

lies.  His mission is to steal, kill and destroy.  I want to take just a few minutes to study just 

some of the Bible verses that give us clear descriptions of our Enemy - not so we can dwell on 

him tonight, but so we can recognize him and shine God’s light of truth on his schemes.

I’ve asked several people to read aloud the following verses so that we can learn what God 

reveals to us about Satan by the various names he’s given:

⦁ Revelation 9:11 (Destroyer)

⦁ Revelation 12:10 (Accuser)

⦁ 2 Thessalonians 2:8 (Lawless One)

⦁ John 8:44 (Murderer & Liar)

⦁ Revelation 12:9 (Deceiver)

⦁ Matthew 13:28,29 (Enemy Infiltrator/Evil One)

⦁ 1 Thessalonians 3:5 (Tempter)

Our Defense

Transition:   Ladies and gentlemen, we have a formidable enemy.  Yet, those who have 

professed faith in Christ have an impenetrable fortress of defense.  We will spend the rest of 

our time tonight studying the one who came to save us from the Enemy.  Alleluia!
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The Jesus Storybook Bible, p. 17

In fact, we study this hero every time we read the Bible.  I want to share with you an excerpt I 

borrowed from my friend’s children.  This is from their bedtime reading library, The Jesus 

Storybook Bible.   I think its introduction sums up the theme of Scripture more effectively than 

many commentaries.  It says, the Bible is “an adventure story about a young Hero who comes 

from a far country to win back his lost treasure…(finish excerpt from p. 17).”

The Hebrews Audience & Author

Transition: One book of the Bible in particular goes to great lengths to describe WHO our hero 

is and WHAT he does that is so heroic.  This book is the book of Hebrews.

Before we go any further, it’s probably a good idea to look closely at the original audience for 

whom this small “sermon” was written.  

According to the commentaries I studied on the book of Hebrews, this audience was comprised 

of largely second generation, God-fearing Jews & Gentiles who had professed Christ for some 

time.  The content of this “sermon” indicates that they were discouraged, even wavering in 

their faith because of prior and current persecution for their Christian beliefs.  Traditional Jews 

saw Christianity at that time as a fanatical sect.  And these believers lived during the time when 

the Roman Empire was ruled by the insanity of Nero.  He was an enemy of immense power who 

was infamous for using Christians of the day as scapegoats and examples of his malevolent 

cruelty. (Stedman and Henrichsen)

Realizing the historic and present difficulties these early Christians were having, the Hebrews 

author (who incidentally is never named) recognizes the suffering they have endured for their 

faith.  He also realizes that their struggles are not over.  In the course of 13 chapters, he tries to 

encourage them to persevere in their faith, to warn them of the dangers of walking away from 

their faith, and to point them without question to the Hero of their faith, Jesus the Christ.  

WHO Jesus Is: Fully God

The book of Hebrews begins with a crystal clear account of WHO Jesus is.  (From screen, read 

aloud Hebrews 1:1-4.)  In a nutshell, chapter one establishes Christ’s divine nature.  He is:

⦁ God’s Son

⦁ The heir of all things

⦁ The uncreated one who created the universe

⦁ The exact representation of God
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⦁ The sustainer of all things

⦁ The purifier of sin

⦁ The one seated at God’s right hand

⦁ Superior to all angels

As an encouragement to his flock, the author shouts from the rooftops the divine person, 

position and power of Jesus Christ.  Without question, we see that Jesus is fully God.

WHO Jesus Is: Fully Human

Yet, in chapter 2, the author calls attention to Christ’s humanity and what he accomplished as 

God incarnate.  Let’s read Heb. 2:9-10 and 14-18 from the screen.  Jesus, who was fully God, put 

on flesh and:

⦁ Shared in our humanity/ became human (v. 14)

-John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”

-He was made like his brothers in every way (v.17)

⦁ Suffered death (because of his humanity) (v. 9)

-He died in our place so that he might taste death for everyone as the perfect 

living sacrificial substitute (v.17)

⦁ Destroyed the devil who holds the power of death; therefore, destroying our fear of 

death (v. 14-15)

⦁ Became our merciful and faithful high priest  (v. 17)

⦁ Helps those who are tempted since he was in every way tempted (v. 18)

The author of Hebrews articulates irrefutable evidence that, based on all that Christ did on 

earth, Christians can be confident that he was fully human.

The Son of Man/ Our Archegon

Jesus Christ is like nothing the world has ever seen – fully God/fully human – The Son of Man.  

Theologian, George Guthrie explains it this way:  “Jesus was one person with two distinct 

natures, at the same time fully divine and fully human.  His deity was not changed by his 
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humanity, and in the person of Jesus’ deity could not be separated from his humanity (p. 116).”  

The role of this God/Man is further described to us in Hebrews 2:10 – “In bringing many sons to 

glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the 

AUTHOR of their salvation perfect through suffering.”

According to this verse, Jesus’ mission was to bring “many sons to glory”/ to usher God’s 

children of faith from earth to heaven.  The word “AUTHOR” in the original Greek is the word 

ARCHEGON.  This one word has become so very encouraging to me, and it is the inspiration for 

this entire lesson.  ARCHEGON means trailblazer, pioneer, champion, divine hero (Guthrie p. 

107-108).  He is fully God, fully man. Simply put - Christ is SUPER HUMAN.  He alone can save us.  

Because of Jesus’ two distinct natures (fully divine/fully human), he is the only hero who is 

qualified to come to our rescue.  And his method of salvation is completely unexpected.  God 

made this Archegon/ our Divine Hero, Jesus, “perfect,” not through herculean strength, or X-ray 

vision, or Spidey sense, but “through suffering (Heb. 2:10).”  My Hebrews commentary explains, 

“Perfection in Hebrews has to do with fully completing a course, making it to the end of God’s 

plan.  That Jesus was ‘made perfect through suffering,’ therefore, connotes his full obedience to 

his mission of (physical) death on the cross and…the adequacy of that act for bringing the 

children of God to glory (Guthrie, p. 108).” 

God sent us a divine hero to save us from the key weapon of our Enemy – namely death.  Jesus 

goes ahead of us (blazes the trail for us) in both how to live life and how to conquer death.  

Even though we still die a physical death, we follow him to heaven via the escape route he 

provided into eternity.   Jesus is the author of our faith; the trailblazer; the pioneer; the DIVINE 

HERO who comes to our rescue!  He alone leads us to safety.

God/Jesus as our Hero

Transition:   The word Author/Archegon is not the first time we see our God is described using 

heroic/warrior language in Scripture.  

Listen to the following verses that describe God/Jesus:  

1) Point out any heroic language used to describe God/Jesus; and 

2) Note any instruction given on how we are to respond to our divine source of rescue.

⦁ Exodus 15:3 (“The LORD is a Warrior”)
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⦁ Psalm 121:1-4 (The LORD is my never-sleeping helper/ lift eyes up)

⦁ Proverbs 18:10 (The LORD is a strong tower/run to it and be safe)

⦁ Mark 4:39-41 (Master over weather/respond with awe)

⦁ I Cor. 15:55-58 (Victor over sin and death/ stand firm in faith & work fully for the Lord)

⦁ Hebrews 12:2 (Archegon and Finisher of our faith/ fix eyes on Jesus)

⦁ Revelation 19:11-16 (Rider on a white horse named King of Kings & Lord of Lords!)

We don’t have to settle for Marvel Comic heroes.  We have the one true Hero in Jesus Christ!

These passages encourage us that the Triune God is an ever-present source of help and hope!  

Jesus can do all he says he can do because he is all that Scripture says he is…fully God/fully 

human/fully equipped to save us from our sins/fully able to help us finish the race of faith.  

YOU:

This is the message of encouragement God pressed on me to share with this group last January.  

A spirit of heaviness was in the room, and I wanted to cry out – Do not fear!  Do not give up!  

You have a Hero, and his name is Jesus Christ!

Some of you tonight walked in here with a heavy heart, weighed down by the effects of sin and 

attacks from the enemy.  This message of hope is for you!

(Tell crazy Cuba story about the communist soldier.)  Want to hear a story from Cuba about 

God’s crazy, supernatural ability to save?  It’s a two-for-one rescue.  (Show picture of 

communist soldier.)

Some of you may still be considering whether Jesus is God’s Son and wondering if you can trust 

his ability to forgive your sin and make you acceptable to God.  I want you to hear from me 

tonight that God loves you.  He sent his perfect Son on a mission to earth to save you.  God 

promises in John ch. 3 that if you believe in Jesus, your Archegon will rescue you and usher you 

into eternity.  You can confess your sin and faith in Jesus silently to God right now, or you can 

ask someone nearby to pray with you when we finish tonight.  But I implore you not to leave 

the room without a Savior.

Others of you here have already professed faith in Christ as your Savior, but you are drifting off 

course in the race of faith.  Attacks from the Enemy are discouraging you, weakening you, 

tempting you to falter.  I want to encourage you as well tonight.  Jesus loves you.  He sent his 
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son on a rescue mission to save you.  He will help you finish the race!  

GOD:

Don’t drift!

Hebrews 2:1 warns all believers: “We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we 

have heard, so that we do not drift away.”  “Drifting” is unintended - like floating on a raft in a 

lake, falling asleep and waking up on the other side of the lake with no paddle.  Theologian, 

George Guthrie says this image in Hebrews is “that of a ship drifting; missing a harbor it 

intended to enter because of strong currents or winds (p. 84).”  The book of Hebrews exhorts 

us not to let the strong winds of struggle, or hardship or even discipline, blow us off course in 

our faith.

But if we are feeling weak and discouraged, how are we to stay strong and on course? 

Jesus our HOPE: the Anchor for our Souls (Heb. 6:16-20)

Transition:  The only thing that keeps us from drifting is having a solid anchor.  

Hebrews 6:19-20 tells us this anchor is our divine hero, Jesus Christ.  “We have this hope as an 

anchor for the soul, firm (“safe”) and secure (“reliable”).  It enters the inner sanctuary behind 

the curtain where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf.”  Jesus is our anchor, 

our source of hope.  He’s not our life preserver, which just keeps us afloat.  He’s the anchor 

which grounds us/attaches us to a place of security so that we will not drift away.  (Guthrie, pp. 

243-244)

When we take hold of this hope, this Jesus, our divine hero takes hold of us!  It is because of 

Jesus’ secure position before the Father that we can be assured of eternity with God.  Jesus is 

there. Jesus draws us there.  Jesus keeps us there.  He is standing ready “to impart comfort, 

strength, forgiveness, joy and peace to any who flee to him for refuge in a time of trouble.”  

(Stedman, p. 78)

Some of us walked in here looking like this tonight, at the end of our rope, in need of rescue.

(Show picture of Kitty Hanging in There.)  The problem is the kitty’s chances of being saved rest 

solely in that little bugger’s ability to hang on.  And what if she just can’t?

Praise God that our chance of being saved is guaranteed because of the omnipotent strength of 

our Anchor and Archegon, Jesus Christ!   He grips us!  His commitment is eternal.  Even if our 

hands falter, we are still held!  

Remember that definition of “drifting” I mentioned a few minutes ago (A ship missing a harbor 
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it intended to enter because of strong currents or winds)?  Well I want to read you about the 

ancient sailing method used to usher ships into safe harbor, because this is the filter through 

which the Hebrew audience would have seen Christ as their anchor.  It’s absolutely beautiful.

Read aloud p. 83 in Henrichsen source. (Method for bringing a ship into safe harbor= Jesus’ 

going before the father first; then safely leading us to God.)

Isn’t that incredibly encouraging?!  Our Anchor/our Author/our Archegon guides and propels us 

through the trials of this life into the safe harbor of heaven.  

WE:

Our job in this Christian life is to heed the instruction in Hebrews 3:1 and Hebrews 12:2.  We are 

to fix our thoughts and eyes on Jesus, the Archegon/Divine Hero of our faith.  This is my one 

and only point tonight.  This is our take-away.  For when we fix our eyes and thoughts on the 

person and the work of Jesus Christ, he enables us to stand firm in our faith to the end.

I’m going to play one of my new favorite songs for you in a minute.  While you are listening to 

it, I want you to jot down some practical ways this week that you can fix your thoughts on Jesus, 

fix your eyes on Jesus, your Anchor and Hero.  

(Play video of MWS’ You Won’t Let Go.)

What practical ideas did you come up with that will help you focus on Jesus this week? (Open 

floor.)

⦁ Reading through the book of Hebrews in its entirety this week

⦁ Memorizing some key verses from Hebrews

⦁ Posting verses from Hebrews around your house and on your dashboard

⦁ Wearing a cross as jewelry this week

⦁ Literally look up!

⦁ Attending church/taking communion

⦁ Eat at McDonald’s and let the Golden Arches remind you of your ARCHEGON

⦁ Listening again to this song, You Won’t Let Go

⦁ Etc.

We just spent a good 30 minutes focusing on the person and power of Jesus.  I certainly hope 
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we are feeling encouraged!  The good guy wins!  But I also want to challenge us to pay more 

attention to our safe harbor, Christ, than we pay to the stormy seas in our lives.  Rehearse 

God’s heroic attributes!  Sing songs of victory.  For our Archegon, never leaves us or forsakes us.  

He is always by our side. 

Closing Prayer:

Heavenly Father,

Just like the audience for the book of Hebrews, we too, live in times where Christians are 

persecuted with increased boldness.  God-fearing businesses suffer loss of sales because they 

operate their businesses based on Biblical principles.  You are being systematically removed 

from our government and our schools.  Religious liberty is increasingly afforded to every belief 

system except Christianity.  We, too, have an enemy whose intent is to steal, kill and destroy 

our salvation, our marriages, our families.  We, like these ancient believers, are under pressure 

to waver in our faith, to compromise our beliefs.  We need Jesus to sweep in and save us!  

Thank you, Almighty God, for loving us enough to send us just what we needed – a Savior.  And 

thank you that he is fully able and willing to rescue us from the schemes of our Enemy.  Thank 

you that nothing, absolutely nothing can separate us from your great, saving love.

I pray with and for those tonight, who want to profess for the first time their faith in Jesus, your 

Son, and to ask forgiveness for their sins.  I pray that they would fully surrender lordship in their 

lives to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Jesus Christ.  I pray with thanksgiving that upon their 

profession of faith you seal them with your Holy Spirit and bless them with your perfect peace.

We all approach you tonight in the spirit of Prov. 18:10 – The name of the Lord is a strong 

tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.

We are indebted to your grace and so thankful for your love.  In Jesus’ heroic name we pray, 

Amen.
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