
Disciple him? Practice hospitality with her? 

by Barbara Mill, College Church member and  

Operations Director, Koinonia House National Ministries 

Imagine you must leave the place you’ve called home for the last several years. You say 
goodbye to several Christian friends and the small church where you’ve been worshipping 
and serving. You arrive at your new location with few clothes, no transportation, no 
employment, no identification, and, quite possibly, no lodging. What is your next step? 
Where do you begin? By now you may be thinking, “These are immigration and refugee 
resettlement issues.” True, but these are also some of the challenges facing the 
approximately 80,000 Christians being released from America’s prisons each year. 

Matthew 28:19 commands believers to “Go and make disciples,” and Romans 12:13 
exhorts Christ-followers to practice hospitality. “But, Lord,” you may ask, “does that apply 
to ex-convicts?” 

For 22 years, Koinonia House National Ministries (KHNM) has labored to glorify God 
through biblical evangelism and discipleship. We proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ 
to prisoners and seek to bridge the gap between the church in prison and the church on 
the outside for Christian inmates upon their release. This is done through our two signature 
ministries: Freedom God’s Way and Meet Me at the Gate. 

Jackie, a recent believer and single mother completing her fourth prison stint in six years, 
participated in a Freedom God’s Way weekend last summer. The joy of the Lord radiated 
on her face as she sat on the front row Friday night and Saturday morning, soaking up 
every word. The ministry team wasn’t expecting Jackie to attend the Saturday afternoon 
session, as she was scheduled to have a much-anticipated visit with her 12-year-old 
daughter and mother, who had traveled over three hours from their home to the prison. But 
for some reason, the visit was denied. Although deeply disappointed by this unexpected 
outcome, Jackie returned to the afternoon session, eager to learn more of God’s Word. 
While some may have expected her to be bitter or angry with the corrections officials, 
God’s transforming power was evident in the gracious way Jackie conducted herself. 

A few days before Thanksgiving, Kathy Woods (a KHNM board member) and two of her 
friends from church met Jackie at the prison gate as she was released. The three women 
stood with Jackie as she looked back at the barbed-wire fence and said, “I will always be 
an ex-convict, but by the grace of God, I will never be an inmate again.” Seeds of 
friendship were planted during lunch and the drive back to DuPage County. These women 
welcomed Jackie into their Bible study and into their lives -- living out the commands of 
Matthew 28 and Romans 12. 

If you’re ready to start an adventure in living out the call to disciple others and practice 
hospitality, contact me at 630-221-9930 or barbara@khnm.net. We especially need men 
who are willing to correspond with male inmates. To find out more about KHNM, visit 
www.khnm.net or www.mannymill.com. 

 


